





Outline:
I. Hell is Real.
II.  Open Your Mouth.
ITI. Do Something New:
Step Out of the Boat.
IV. Befriend a
Non-Christian.
V. Obey Odd Leadings.
VI. Don't Ignore
Your Powerhouse.

VII. Stay Motivated.

VI Know Your
Mission Field .
IX. Love People
Genuinely.

X. Pray for the Lost.

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4a

To everything there is a season,
A time for every purpose under
heaven: A time to weep ...

SONGS:
“I Will Go” by Desperation Band

“Rescue the Perishing” by Fanny J.

Crosby

“Until the Whole World Hears”
by Casting Crowns

“You Alone Can Rescue” by Matt
Redman

“Faithful Men” ©1985 by Twila
Paris

“T'll'Tell the World That I'm a
Christian” ©1958 by Baynard L.
Fox

“The Lost Get Found” by Britt
Nicole

“The Blood Will Never Lose Its
Power” © 1966 by André Crouch
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A Time to Weep for the Lost

Jesus gave the job of sharing the gospel to all of us in Mark 16:15-20. My little
girls will get distracted from their tasks. Often, I have to say, “Girls, get to work.
Finish the task Mommy gave you.” That reminder stirs them to finish their tasks.
'This lesson is a “get to work, girls!” kind of reminder.

Hell is Real. “Others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire” (Jude 23)

We must care about hell. Sometimes we ladies avoid confrontation and push
away uncomfortable thoughts. But to increase our boldness and motivation, we
need to focus on hell for a while. I challenge you to read Luke 16 again and allow
emotion to flood you. Sometimes people sleep through house fires, never aware
they burned to death. It’s that urgent! We don’t want any of our loved ones or
neighbors to go to hell!

“We are motivated because hell is a real place, ‘good people’ go there, and there’s
no return. It’s permanent. Until we believe that lost people go to hell, we will
never be motivated to share our faith as we should.” — Dr. Ronald D. Kelly.

In 1995 the Oklahoma City bombing killed 168 and wounded 680. Soon after-
wards, our campus ministry brought a buft, Oklahoma City firefighter to speak
about his rescue efforts. He captivated us all with his stories and good-looks, and
then hit us between the eyes on the importance of soul winning. As a trained fire-
fighter, he would not ignore cries for help from people in a burning building! His
passion, his training, his life’s goal was to rescue people. No firefighter would re-
spond “But ...I'm busy ... sleeping!” It’s time to perform “rescue operations”
working to win souls!

Open Your Mouth. People never know when their last day will be—car acci-
dents and heart attack are so common. It’s urgent that we share the good news. I
was drawn to my (then future) husband when I saw dozens of names written in
the back cover of his Bible, people he had prayed with to receive Jesus as Savior.
We don't claim special gifts of evangelism, just that we open our mouths on a
regular basis to all who will listen.

Do Something New: Step Out of the Boat. Evangelist Luis Palau’s re-

search shows that 78 percent of all those who come to Christ do so
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through a relationship with a saved friend, relative or co-worker.

Conversion Responses

A friend or relative 78%
Pastor 06%
Sunday school 05%
Church service or program 03%
Walk-in off the street 03%
Special need 02%
Personal visitation 02%
Evangelistic crusade or TV show 0.5%

(Source: Church Growth, Inc.)

But the Institute of American Church Growth reports an even higher percent-
age, with almost 90 percent of the 14,000 Christians recently polled saying they
came to Christ through “a friend or relative who invested in a relationship with
them.” Jesus was “a friend of sinners” (Luke 7:34, John 15:15). Paul said, “I have
become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (1 Corinthians
9:22). Andrew led his brother Peter to the Lord, and Philip did the same for his
friend Nathanael in John 1:40-46.

Befriend a Non-Christian. We women naturally enjoy our “comfort zones” and
tellowshiping with believers. But do you have any unsaved friends? Here in Iraq,
almost all our relationships are with Muslims. We believe God has called us to es-
tablish a work among Muslims here. Honestly, with 3 children aged 4, 3 and 1, sit-
ting in our friends’homes for 3 or 4-hour visits isn't always “fun.”’The kids get
antsy, and so do I! But what’s hard on our flesh benefits our friends. The prayed-
for-results (salvation!) always outweigh the sacrifices. Lord, make us willing to give
of ourselves and to invest into new relationships.

“While un-churched people are open to relationships, few church members are
intentionally investing time developing relationships with non-Christians. A 2007
survey of more than 2,500 adult church members found only 25 percent agreed
they ‘spend time building friendships with non-Christians for the purpose of shar-
ing Christ with them.” A full 38 percent actually disagreed with the statement and
36 percent were noncommittal about it” (Lifeway Christian Resources).

Obey Odd Leadings. One time in university, a classmate for whom I had been
praying complimented my new leather shoes. The Lord whispered, “Give her your
shoes.” Since I was quite strapped, and knew I couldn’t replace them, I asked her if
she wore size 9, hoping shed say no. She said yes! I reached down, gave them to
her, and walked back to my dorm in my socks. A few years later, she wrote me
from the Army. She said my shoes followed her everywhere. Whenever she wore
the shoes, she remembered my witnessing! She got on her knees one night, gave
her heart to the Lord, and wrote to tell me about it.

Don’t Ignore Your Powerhouse.If you are full of the precious Holy Spirit, it will
naturally spill out onto others! John 14:16 Amplified says “He will give you an-
other Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and
Standby) that He may remain with you forever.” When we pray in the Spirit, in
tongues, we lay train tracks down for God to use us supernaturally. He will give us
His secrets and strategies. For example, He gives words of knowledge. Lean on the
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Website Resources:

Campus Crusade for Christ
http://www.godsquad.com/ev
angelism/pray.htm
http://www.godsquad.com/ev
angelism/topics/relational.ht

m
Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship—helps in winning chil-
dren
https://www.cefonline.com/
Navigators—TIhe Bridge to
Life Illustration
http://www.navigators.org/us
/resources/illustrations/items/
The%20Bridge%20t0%20Life
Navi ators—%—low to Share
Christ’s Love Conversation-
ally & Visually
http://www.navigators.org/us
/resources/illustrations/items/
One%20Verse%20Evange-
lism

The Four Spiritual Laws by
Bill Bright
http://www.GodLovesThe-
World.com/


http://www.godsquad.com/ev
http://www.godsquad.com/ev
https://www.cefonline.com/
http://www.navigators.org/us
http://www.navigators.org/us
http://www.GodLovesThe-World.com/
http://www.GodLovesThe-World.com/

Prayer for the Unsaved:
“Devil, I bind you off the
mind of (----- ). I command
you, in the name of Jesus, to
be bound off (his/her) mind.
I declare now, ‘the glorious
light of the gospel is shining
on (----- ). According to 2
Corinthians 4:4 the light is
able to shine right into
(his/her) spirit, to where
(he/she) understands.” Now,
Father, from Luke 10:2, I
pray you'll send laborers
across (his/her) path, some-

one who (----- ) will listen to.

Every time (----- ) hears the
gospel, the seeds will go in
and take root. Some plant,
some water, but God gives
the increase! (----- ) will be

saved in Jesus’ name!”

Book Recommendations:

Becoming a Canmgious
Christian

by Bill Hybels and Mark
Mittelberg

Lifestyle Evangelism.
Learning to Open Your Life
to Those Around You

by Joseph Aldrich

Open Heart, Open Home:
The Hospitable Way to Make
Others

Feel Welcome and Wanted
by Karen Mains

Holy Spirit! Rev. Keith Moore says, “The answer to 1,001 questions is to be led.”
Follow His leadings; they are different each time.

Stay Motivated. When PCG missionaries Karl and Jennifer Hargestam transi-
tioned their ministry back to Southern California after many years in Ethiopia,
they took on suburbia as a new mission-field. Jennifer shared how she and her hus-
band are hosting block parties, befriending neighbors and inviting them to church.
She said, “I'm convinced I can win all my unchurched neighbors to the Lord. We
can all aim to win our (literal) neighbors to the Lord. It’s not too hard; they are not
unreachable!”

“Men and women who are motivated push themselves forward, plow through the
inevitable setbacks, heading ever onward to their dreams” (Denis Waitley, Z5e Joy Of
Working).

Know Your Mission Field. “Lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are
already white for harvest!” (John 4:35). My grandma’s bean-farming neighbors were
her mission field. She regularly went around and visited all of them, praying for
them, giving to them out of her poverty. Once I even saw her smilingly eat “mayon-
naise-black pepper cake” at a neighbor’s table. Love will take us far! We all need to
take inventory: Who are MY neighbors? Who am I praying for on a regular basis
to be saved? What is MY mission field?

Love People Genuinely. “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another” (1 John 4:11) My grandma prayed John 15:16 daily—to bear fruit that
would remain. Dozens of neighbors, friends and family testified at her funeral how
her love and prayer changed their lives.

“Effective leaders know that you first have to touch people’s hearts before you ask
them for a hand [or a commitment to Christ]. That is the Law of Connection. All
great communicators recognize this truth and act on it almost instinctively. You
can't move people to action unless you first move them with emotion. The heart
comes before the head.” (John Maxwell, 7he 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership).

Pray for the Lost. People who are unsaved are spiritually blinded. That’s why they
respond, “Yah, yah, whatever!” Luke 10:19 states we have authority over the devil.
We can bind the devil off their minds (2 Corinthians 4:4). Pray in faith, and keep
believing that the light is shining no matter what they’re doing!

'77

If one should spend one’s whole life for God, and win only one soul by the most
earnest and devoted efforts, it would be a rich reward to see that one star shining
forever in the firmament of heaven, to see that one gem glistening for ever in the

diadem of Christ, to see that one sheep feeding forever in the pastures
of eternal life.

Do you want to go to heaven alone? Ifearyou will never go there. Have you no
wish for others to be saved? Then you are not saved yourself. Be sure of that.

There is somebody in the world whom you have to bring to Christ. I do not know
where he is, or who he is; but you had better look ouz‘for him.

— Charles Spurgeon
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¥ ou e Bean CSraught to the Kingdom for Qduch & ‘Cime as This ..
A Time to Remain Silent

Barbara Stewart is the administrator over Liberty Daycare Preschool and Liberty Schools as
well as co-pastoring with her husband Tom Stewart. She has been the keynote speaker for
Women's Retreats, Conferences and Seminars throughout the West Coast. Her unique way
of ministry speaks to women of all ages. Her two children are married and in full-time
ministry with their spouses.
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Outline:
I. 'The Power of Words
II. Loose Tongues/
Careless Words
III. Hold Your Head
High With Jesus
IV. Listen to

and Trust in Jesus

SCRIPTURE:

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7¢

To everything there is a sea-
son, A time for every pur-
pose under heaven: A time to
keep silence . ..
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A Time to Remain Silent

|

The Power of Words. Ecclesiastes 3:7b: [There is] “a time to keep silent.”

'The average American has 30 conversations a day and will spend one-fifth of
their life talking. Men speak an average of 20,000 words a day, while women
speak an average of 30,000 words a day. It is apparent that it would be more dif-
ficult for a woman to keep silent than for a man. However, the Scripture is writ-
ten for both men and women, so when Ecclesiastes states, there is "a time to
keep silent" we need to know when that is.

Proverbs 21:23 warns, "Watch your words and hold your tongue; you'll save
yourself a lot of grief" (The Message). I heard Rick Warren state, "Some of us
are born with a silver foot in our mouth." We have this natural ability to say the
wrong thing at the wrong time.

Every chapter in the Book of James says something about managing your
mouth. James 3:2 says, “We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault
in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check"
(NIV). What James is trying to convey is that you are perfect if you can control
your mouth. He is not talking about being sinless. The word "perfection” in
Greek literally means "mature, healthy." When we strive for perfection, we are
trying our best to be like Jesus.

Loose Tongues/Careless Words. It is very easy for us to respond in a negative
way when our emotions are not in control, or when we are feeling inadequate or
inferior to others. Proverbs 13:3 declares that "careful words make for a careful
life; careless talk may ruin everything" (‘The Message).

How many times have words come out of our mouths carelessly, only to see
the expression on the other person’s face and realize we have pierced their heart
or destroyed their dream? Marriages, partnerships and churches have been de-

stroyed by careless talk. We must learn to tame our tongues, because our peace of
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mind and God-given destiny can be destroyed by our careless talk.

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and they who indulge in it shall
eat the fruit of it [for death or life]” (Proverbs 18:21, Amplified Bible). We will
produce fruit by the words of our mouth, and we will have to eat the fruit that it
produces!

"Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips"
(Psalm 141:3, NIV). Every morning we should pray, "God, put a muzzle on my
mouth. Guard my lips. Do not let me be critical today. Do not let me be judg-
mental. Do not let me say careless things I will regret. God help me today, with
the power to control my tongue."

Accusations. What if I am accused of something I didn't do? What If they are
speaking evil of me?

You don't have to respond when others speak evil of you. My Daddy always
said, “If you're not guilty, you don't have to say anything." This sounded like
something Jesus would have done. “When He was reviled and insulted, He did
not revile or offer insult in return; [when] He was abused and suffered, He made
no threats [of vengeance]; but He trusted [Himself and everything] to Him who
judges fairly” (1 Peter 2:23, Amplified Bible). I like what Paul wrote in Romans
12:19, "Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath for it is
written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord" (NKJV).

When you know He will take care of it, you can let your soul be at rest. Your
mind can then think on "good things." No man would ever become President by
listening to and believing the opposing party. No man would ever succeed in life
by listening to their critics.

I like the following two quotes by American football coach, Lou Holtz: "You're
never as good as everyone tells you when you win, and you're never as bad as they
say when you lose."

"If you burn your neighbor's house down, it doesn't make your house look any
better.”

James 1:19-20 advises, "So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the
righteousness of God" (NKJV).

"Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to

sit down and listen,” so said Winston Churchill. It takes as much courage to stand

up and speak as it does to shut up!!
Listen to and Trust in Jesus. Listen ladies, "You have come into the Kingdom
for such a time as this." Don't underestimate the "Time to Keep Silent" times in

your life.
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HARSH WORDS

I ran into a stranger as he
passed by,

"Oh excuse me, please," was
my reply.

He said, "Please excuse me
to0;

I wasn't watching for you."
We were very polite, this
stranger and I.

We went on our way saying
good-bye.

But at home a difference is
told,

How we treat our loved ones,
young and old.

Later that day, cooking the
evening meal,

My son stood beside me very
still.

As I turned, I nearly knocked
him down.

"Move out of the way," I said
with a frown.

He walked away, his little
heart broken.

I didn't realize how harshly
I'd spoken.

While I lay awake in bed,
God's still small voice came
to me and said,

"While dealing with a
stranger, common courtesy
you use,

But the children you love,
you seem to abuse.

Go and look on the kitchen
floor,

You'll find some flowers
there by the door.

Those are the flowers he
brought for you.

He picked them himself:
pink, yellow and blue.

He stood very quietly not to
spoil the surprise,

And you never saw the tears
that filled his little eyes."

By this time, I felt very small,
And now my tears began to

fall.



I quietly went and knelt by
his bed;

"Wake up, little one, wake
up," I said.

“Are these the flowers you
picked for me?"

He smiled, "I found 'em out
by the tree.

I picked 'em because they're
pretty like you.

I knew you'd like 'em, espe-
cially the blue."

I said, "Son, I'm very sorry for
the way I acted today;

I shouldn't have yelled at you
that way."

He said, "Oh, Mom, that's
okay. I love you anyway."

I said, "Son, I love you too,
And I do like the flowers, es-
pecially the blue."

— Author Unknown

Prayer: Father, I thank You
for Your Son Jesus. Thank
You that He opened the way
for man to have fellowship
with You. Father, I know You
have ordained relationships
and provided a way for me
through prayer to communi-
cate with You, and You have
given me a mouth to commu-
nicate with others. I give You
my heart, and I know that
out of the abundance of my
heart my mouth will speak.
Let my heart be filled with
Your love. Let the words that
I speak bring life and hope. I
ask that You help me to
choose my words wisely. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

I was recently reminded that "silent" and "listen" have the same letters. It's
amazing when you are silent you can actually listen to sounds or someone speak-

ing. Let's be quick to hear (listen/silent), and slow to speak, allowing the Holy

Spirit to guard our tongues. James says, "The tongue no man can tame." It takes a

power greater than the natural man to tame it. If we are going to be vessels used
for His kingdom for such a time as this, then we need to be conscious of the
mighty weapon we have in our mouths, and use it for the advancement of His

Kingdom.

It is in the quietness of His presence that we are strengthened. It is when I kneel

before Him and keep my mouth shut that I actually hear His voice.

Watch What You Say .........Drop A Pebble.
?-r—————- — S

Drop a pebble in the water, just a splash, and it's gone....

Drop a pebble in the water, just a splash, and it's gone;

But there’s half a hundred ripples circling on and on and on, Spreading, spreading from the centre,
flowing on out to sea. And there is no way of telling where the end is going to be.

Drop a pebble in the water; in a minute you'll forget, But there’s little waves a-flowing and there's ripples
circling yet, And those little waves a-flowing to a great big wave have grown;
You've disturbed a mighty river just by dropping in a stone.

Drop an unkind word, or be careless: in a minute it is gone; But there’s half a hundred ripples circling on
and on and on, They keep spreading, spreading, spreading from the centre as they go,
And there is no way to stop them, once you've started the flow.

Drop an unkind word, or be careless: in a minute you forget; But there’s little waves a-flowing, and there's
ripples circling yet. And perhaps in some sad heart a mighty wave of tears you've stirred, And disturbed a
life that was happy until you dropped that unkind word.

Drop a word of cheer and kindness: just a flash and it is gone; But there is half a hundred ripples circling
on and on and on, Bearing hope and joy and comfort on each splashing, dashing wave,
Till you wouldn't believe the volume of the one kind word you gave.

Drop a word of cheer and kindness: in a minute you'll forget; But there's gladness still a—swelling, and
there’s joy circling yet. And you've rolled a wave of comfort whose sweet music can be heard, Over miles
and miles of water just by dropping one kind word.

http://spiritually-true.blogspot.com/2010/09/watch-what-you-say-drop-pebble.html
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A Time to Speak the Truth
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Ann Lightfoot is blessed to serve as Pastoral Care Minister at Northland Abundant Life Wor-
ship Center in Kansas City, MO, where she has been a member of the Pastoral Leadership

Team for the past 13 years. She resides in Kansas City with her husband, Darrell, and their
baby daughter, Juliana Fae, who is the light of her life! Ann is passionate about loving God

and His people people, her family and cats.
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Outline:

Introduction
I. Do We Need Truth?
II. What is Truth?
ITI. How do We Speak
the Truth?

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7d

To everything there is a
season, A time for every
purpose under heaven:
And a time to speak . ..

Scriptures:
Psalm 119:160
Esther 4

John 8:32

John 16:13
Ephesians 4:15
Ephesians 4:29
2 Timothy 2:15
2 Corinthians 5:17
Ephesians 3:6
Proverbs 8:8
Proverbs 15:18
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Oudh a Cime as This . .
A Time to Speak the Truth

Introduction:

“Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?”

“How do you like my new outfit?”

“Have you included everything on your taxes this year?”

“So what’s the big deal about my lifestyle?”

“Can you believe what the pastor said in his sermon today?

Who does he think he is anyway?”

“Hey, Mom, what do you think about ... ?”

These are all valid questions that many of us have heard at one time or another.
Each question is begging for one thing: TRUTH.

Do we need truth? Truth is applauded. It is heralded as a mark of integrity and a
virtue that all should possess. Awaken memories of your earliest history lessons and
remember the tale of our first President and the chopping down of the cherry tree.
Recall those infamous words, “I cannot tell a lie.” Truth is important.

Truth, though, can be tricky. It can bring about repentance and reconciliation, and
in essence “set you free.” Truth can also cause chasms so wide and hurts so deep one
might feel a wounded relationship could never be mended. Yet, as difficult as it is to
divulge at times, truth must be shared.

Our world is hungry for truth. Just take a look at the lineup on daytime television.
Judge shows reign supreme. Everyone desires to share their version of the truth. We
all want the truth, and the real truth is desperately needed.

We need truth! Think especially in light of the world we live in today. With families
falling apart and people refusing God at alarming rates, we must embrace that we
are called at this time to speak the truth. If we refuse to take up this mantle and
share the truth, then who will? Yet, speaking the truth, though always the favorable
option, is rarely the easiest option. Sometimes speaking the truth is downright hard!

Sharing truth in uncomfortable situations is not new to our generation. Reflect on
the account of Esther found in the Old Testament. Esther, of all people, had been
brought into the kingdom at a specific time to speak truth. Hers was neither an easy
nor a snap decision. It was a decision fraught with care and consideration. Her de-
cision to speak the truth was one that had to be made to save her people. Just as in
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the days of our heroine, we have been called to speak truth to the world in which we
live so that people might be saved.

What is truth? With the knowledge that speaking the truth must be done, a ques-
tion arises: What is truth? According to Dictionary.com, truth is the “actual state of
a matter; conformity with fact or reality; a verified or indisputable fact, proposition
or principle.” But for believers in Jesus, truth goes beyond knowing facts and encom-
passes the Word of God. Truth is not to be founded solely on our opinions or pref-
erences. Truth is not simply what we have been told all of our lives to be right or
wrong. Truth has a foundation, the everlasting Word of God. His Word is our meas-
uring stick by which all else is compared. Read His Word and you will know truth.
(see sidebar for Psalm 119:160)

If we couple God’s Word with the leading of His Spirit (John 16:13), then we have
a dynamic duo of truth! With these two powers, there is no stopping our truth cru-
sade! So, come on ladies, are you ready to strap on a cape, don a big “I” and head out
showering the world with truth?

How do we speak the truth? Hang on just a second, Super Sister! There is one more
aspect to speaking the truth that needs to be addressed—how does one speak the
truth? There will be times when we are called to speak the truth and lead someone
to Jesus, times when we are called to speak the truth to one going astray, and there
will be times when we are called to speak the truth to those who worship right beside
us. Regardless of the situation, we must know how to properly speak the truth or it
will get lost in translation.

A. Speak the truth in love. Ephesians 4:15 says it plainly; we are to “speak the truth
in love.” Some scholars believe this passage relates only to speaking the truth of the
gospel to unbelievers, and others believe it written to encompass all truth speaking.
Either way, it is a good principle to follow when addressing those who are lost and
need to know a personal Jesus, as well as those who need redirection or correction in
their lives. Always speak the truth, but speak it in love.

Speaking the truth is important, but must be done the right way. Let’s take our
cues again from Queen Esther. She spoke the truth and focused on the:

1) Right preparation

When Esther agreed to approach the king on behalf of her people, she gave them
these instructions (4:16a), “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast
for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as
you do” (NIV).

When we feel the need to speak the truth with another, we must first approach it
with the right preparation. Make prayer, fasting and reading the Word bedrock. Seek
the guidance of the Spirit, and allow God to prepare you to speak truth.

2) Right timing

Queen Esther refrained from rushing into the king’s chamber and blurting out her
request. She prepared her heart, and then waited for the right time to make her re-
quest to the king. It took two days to finally speak the full truth of her plea, but the
timing was just right when she did.

When we speak the truth to others, allow God to lead. His timing is always perfect.
Avoid giving into an emotional rush to declare righteousness and truth when the
timing is not quite right. Rely fully on the Lord’s guidance and He will always be
right on time.
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Quotes:
“Truth, like gold, is to be ob-

tained not by its growth, but
by washing away from it all
that is not gold.” —Leo Tol-
stoy

“The kindest word in all the
world is the unkind word,

unsaid” —Author Unknown

“The words you choose to say
something are just as impor-

tant as the words you speak.”
—Author Unknown

”Speak when you are angry
and you will make the best
speech you will ever regret.”
—Ambrose Bierce

“If you can’t say something
nice . .. don't say nothing at

all”—Thumper, from Bambi

Create an acronym for

TRUTH

Have students discuss a great
truth they learned growing
up.

1. Make it fun (i.e. What was
it like when you learned the
truth about Santa or the
Tooth Fairy, etc.).

2. What was the craziest
thing you ever believed to be
true? Again, make it fun (i.e.,
the moon is made out of
cheese).

Give a true/false pop quiz.



Prayer: Father, I come to You
through the name of Your
son, Jesus. I thank You for
truth. I thank You that Jesus
is the way, the truth and the
life. I thank You for making a
way for us to know You and
to come to You. I ask You,
Lord, as I pick up the mantle
of speaking the truth to this
world that You help me to do
so in love. Let my words be
unfaltering in the truth, but
help me to speak them in the
right way. Help my words be
gentle and sweet, always lead-
ing those who hear them to
You. Cleanse my lips,
quicken my heart and soften
my attitude. Help me to
speak only those things that
will bring honor to You, and
help me to be quiet when the
time is not right to speak.
Please, Lord, never let my
words bring harm, but only
healing. In Jesus name.
Amen

3) Right attitude

Esther 4:16b, “When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against
the law. And if I perish, I perish.” Esther did not approach the king because of her
own desire to see a change brought about because she felt the need. Esther spoke
truth to the king for the sole purpose of doing what was best for others.

When we speak the truth to others, let it be to their benefit, not because we feel
the need to get something off our chests. The apostle Paul directs in Ephesians 4:29,
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful
tor building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”
When we speak truth, our words are to benefit those who hear what we are saying,
and not necessarily to make us feel better.

Often times someone will speak truth, but speak it so harshly that truth cannot be
heard. Refrain from speaking when angry, upset or emotional. Too often we lose con-
trol of ourselves, and although we may be speaking what is true, we do so in such a
manner that the truth is lost. Before sharing truth with anyone, remember this stan-
dard: When you feel the need to provide guidance or correction, try to make sure that
the person walks away thinking about what they need to change and not how you
treated them.

So many times, Christian sisters will lose their temper while sharing truth, only to
later blame their heritage. We have all heard the excuses, “I just could not help myself;
it is the Italian/German/Irish/Mexican/Polish (insert your bloodline here) in me that
makes me act that way.” That may have been so in the past, but when we become cov-
ered by the blood of Jesus, we take on his bloodline. Old things pass away and all
things become new. It is time to put the excuses away and take on the mind, heart
and attitude of Christ while speaking the truth.

B. Go get them, sisters!

So what do you say, sisters? Are you up to the task? Our world needs truth and you
are just the one. You have come to the kingdom for such a time as this to speak the
truth. So, go! Grab your cape, Super Sister, and speak the truth in love. Your world is
waiting to hear it!

How Honest are You?
Most people think they are pretty honest, but about 83 percent of Christians also believe

that moral truth depends on a particular situation. What would you do if you were in the
tollowing situations?

1. Your best friend asks you if she looks good in her new dress. How will you answer?

2. A friend tells you he's been using drugs, and he wants you to promise not to tell anyone.
What will you do?

3. You get out of the store and realize the cashier gave you an extra $5 in change.
Will you return the money?

4. You overhear some people talking and whispering about a friend of yours. You don't say

anything, but later your friend asks if people were taking about her.
Will you tell her the truth?

5.1n a group discussion with peers, when you are asked what you think. Will you give your
honest opinion or agree with the majority?

Proverbs 12:17
He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit.
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Crystal Ingle resides in Kentucky. She has lived in five states and has found something to love about
=~ them all. Crystal has a degree in theatre and music and has performed in various shows. Some of

_ her favorites have been, Arsenic and Old Lace, The Bad Seed and Steel Magnolias. She currently
writes and performs sketches of characters for women’s/girls’ retreats locally and nationally. She and
- her husband, Jared, have been married 16 years and have enjoyed ministering alongside one an-
other to build the community of faith. Crystal also loves working with children. She has served by
teaching classes, being a Preschool Director and serving as Children’s Ministries Director. Crystal
4+ home-schools her boys and teaches pre-school at her local co-op. She has a passion for “Angry
Birds” and especially loves the yellow one.
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Outline:

I. What True Beauty
is Not.

II. What True Beauty Is.
III. What Meekness Is.
IV. Responding in

Meekness.

SONGS:

“I'm Going to be a Beauty”
by Ayeisha Woods

“True Beauty” by Mandisa
“Beautiful” by Kari Jobe

Additional Scriptures:

“Take my yoke upon you, and

learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye

shall find rest unto your souls”

(Matthew 11:29).

“Don’t be concerned about

the outward beauty of fancy
hairstyles, expensive jewelry,

or beautiful clothes. You

o e Seen SSrouglt

lo the Kingdom for
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A Time for True Beauty

...—‘

Even on those days when we are ragged, haven't changed out of our pajamas, are
tackling 5 extra large loads of laundry, clipping 60 plus finger and toenails, preparing
3 meals and numerous snacks, mopping the floor for the third time in a 2-hour pe-
riod, fumbling through papers trying to find that one important document while
briefly stopping by the mirror to tuck back loose hairs and wipe the mascara from
under our eyes as we rush to answer the door praying, “Lord, please let it be my
mother and not the mailman,” we can still radiate true beauty.

When I think of the women in my life that I call beautiful, rarely does it have
anything to do with their outer appearance. It has so much to do with the spirit
and actions of who she really is and how she displays herself. Am I one of those
women? Not yet, but I am striving to attain true beauty.

“Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of braiding the hair, and of
wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the
heart, in the incorruptible (apparel) of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight
of God of great price” (1 Peter 3:3-4, ASV).

What True Beauty Is Not. “Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of
braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel” (verse 3).

The essence of this verse is simplicity in dress. So often we are bombarded with
style, fashion and materialism that our lives become consumed with the “what will
I wear” part of another familiar verse in Matthew 6. Simplicity is the practice of
limiting or getting rid of things that stand between Christ and us. Are we too busy
trying to be someone or something else that we are not being who God created us
to be? Sometimes we need to be set free from having too much, not having enough,
keeping up with the manikin or magazine cover, and from the world’s view of
beauty.

Two of my favorite children’s books by Max Lucado, You Are Special (Scholastic
Inc.) and If Only I Had A Green Nose (Crossway Books), help to illustrate the rela-
tionship between the world’s ideas of beauty versus our Creator’s. The main char-
acter, a simple-minded Wemmick cares too much about what others think of him
and of keeping up with the latest fashions. After some time, he realizes how un-
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happy he is with himself and with the system, until he meets his creator. The creator
assures him that the approval of others only matters when you “let” it. He tells the
Wemmick, “The more you trust my love, the less you care,” about what they think of
you. He continues, “I'll always help you be who I made you to be, but it’s going to
take some time.” We are special and beautiful to our Creator because He made us. It
is that simple.

Sometimes our thoughts of ourselves, or what we believe others are thinking of us,
can betray us. “You keep listening to those who seem to reject you. . . . They do not
say that you are bad, ugly or despicable. They say only that you are asking for some-
thing they cannot give. ... The sadness is that you perceive their necessary withdrawal
as a rejection of you instead of as a call to return home and discover there your true
belovedness (Henri Nouwen, 7he Inner Voice of Love: A Journey Through Anguish to
Freedom, Doubleday). It is only in Christ that we are able to find our true beauty. In
Him we realize true beauty is not physical, and it does not come from the acceptance
others may or may not give. It goes much deeper. It is spiritual.

What True Beauty Is. “But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in the incorrupt-
ible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price”
(Verse 4).When we are able to return home to Christ and accept that He calls us
His beloved, then we are capable of moving toward true beauty. True beauty in this
passage is “the hidden man of the heart, . .. a meek and quiet spirit.” I find it inter-
esting that the only self-description Christ ever used of Himself as recorded in the
Gospels is found in the two words “meek” and “lowly” (Matthew 11:29). We are going
to focus on the word “meek.” How did Christ display the characteristic of meekness?
What does it mean for us to be meek toward God and others?

Christ displayed meekness by being the servant of all, placing Himself in a position
to serve others at all times. He filled the needs of others constantly; needs for healing,
food, more faith, truth, living water, cleansing, forgiveness, and finally, becoming the
ultimate sacrifice for all mankind.

What Meekness Is. Meekness is that temper of spirit in which we accept God’s
dealings with us as good, and we accept this without disputing or resisting. In other
words, taking the bad with the good, knowing that it is God who orders our steps,
and that He is using our circumstances to beautify us. I will admit that I have had
my disputes with the Lord over certain situations, and I am learning that meekness
is truly a better way. Am I still being real? Yes, but I come to accept that God is on
my side and that He loves me completely. As a result of this knowledge, I respond to
Him with trust, trying to refrain from complaining or arguing and, therefore, begin
to reflect the beauty of Christ.

Matthew Henry puts it very plainly, stating that meekness is the opposite of self-
assertiveness and self-interest. It stems from trust in God’s goodness and control
over each problem. The meek are not occupied with self at all. They are able to bear
being provoked by another without becoming inflamed. They are either silent or re-
turn a soft answer. They can show their displeasure when necessary without being
indecent. They can be cool when others are hot, and in their patience, keep possession

of their own souls (Commentary on Matthew 5, www.blueletterbible.org).
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should clothe yourselves
instead with the beauty
that comes from within,
the unfading beauty of a
gentle and quiet spirit,
which is so precious to
God” (1 Peter 3:3-4
NLV).

“Blessed are the meek: for
they shall inherit the
earth” (Matthew 5:5).

Quotes:

“The more you come to
know yourself—spirit,
mind and body—as truly
loved, the freer you will be
to proclaim the good
news. That is the freedom
of the children of God”
(Henri Nouwen, The Inner
Voice of Love: A Journey
Through Anguish to Free-
dom, Doubleday).

“Beauty is harmony of the
soul.” —Plato

Quiz:

Here’s a “heart check” test
for the purpose of self-ex-
amination—questions to
help us discern our
thoughts, motives and
goals with regard to the
issue of beauty.

1. Do I spend more time
daily caring for my per-
sonal appearance than I
do in Bible study, prayer

and worship?


http://www.blueletterbible.org

2.Do I spend excessive
money on clothes, hair and
makeup, or is it an amount
that is God-honoring?

3. Do I want to lose weight
to “feel better about myself,”
or do I desire to be self-dis-
ciplined for the glory of
God?

4. Am I on a quest for thin-
ness to impress others, or do
I seek to cultivate eating
habits that honor God?

5. Do I exercise to try to
create or maintain a “good
figure,” or do I exercise to
strengthen my body for
God’s service?

6. Is there anything about
my appearance that I wish I
could change, or am I fully
grateful to God for the way
He created me?

7. Am I jealous of the ap-
pearance of others, or am I
truly glad when I observe
other women who are more
physically attractive than I?
8. Do I covet the wardrobe
of others, or do I genuinely
rejoice when other women
are able to afford and pur-
chase new clothing?

9. When I attend an event
or activity, do I sinfully
compare myself with others,
or do I go asking God to
show me whom to love and
how to do it?

10. Do I ever dress immod-
estly or with the intent of
drawing attention to myself,
or do I always dress in a
manner that pleases God?

Prayer: Meek and lowly,
Lord, beautify me.

To be meek is to have self-control, keeping your center when under pressure. To be
meek is to be free from pride. Such a tall order, especially in our selfish American so-
ciety, but I have met many women with this true beauty of meekness at work in their
lives.

Responding in Meekness. To be beautiful as Christ is beautiful we must cultivate
a spirit of meekness, first toward God and then toward others. We have all encoun-
tered that one individual who seems to push all of our buttons. It’s remarkable how
we seem to believe that those we get along with are sent from God, but what about
the one who tests our character? Is this one also from the Lord? Although some get
under our skin, we are not to respond with extreme emotional reactions toward
friends, acquaintances or even family. We must remember to accept God’s dealings
with us as good, without disputing. How can I serve this individual? Can I offer
friendship, prayer, mercy or a soft answer? These are truly beautiful responses.

True beauty is set in motion in our spirit when we trust our Creator, when we believe
He has made us just the way He intended, and when we accept that we are His
beloved. His desire is to beautify us through meekness. When we are meek we are
content with ourselves and with our circumstances, responding to our Creator in trust
and to others in self-control. I encourage you to allow meekness to begin its work of
beautification in your life. In this way, even if you are in “rare form” and it isn’t your
mom at the door, perhaps the mailman will overlook your outward appearance and

recognize your true beauty.

I Saw Myself Through His Eyes

For so long all I could see
Wias the image mankind reflected back to me
Nothing special, not pretty at all

Sometimes too short, at others too tall

I could not measure up to what I saw
No not a beauty-not at all
Sometimes too fat, sometimes too thin
Not even content with the color of my skin

But then I saw myself through His eyes
A beauty to behold , just the perfect size
Not a blemish or spot to mar me
He created me so perfectly

'There’s nothing wrong with the way I am
I am valuable-a rare gem
A woman beautiful in His Sight
A woman special in her own right

His Creation-one to behold
Made from His perfect mold
And here I stand proud to be
The woman He formed in me

Yes I saw myself through His eyes
A beauty to behold, just the perfect size
Not a blemish or spot to mar me
For He created me so perfectly

— Kathleen Poulson
Kathleen Shelton Poulson (KathleenPoulson@postmark.net)
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A Time to Dance with the King

Julie L. Skaggs is a credentialed minister with the Pentecostal Church of God. She currently
serves as the Minister of Outreach at Radiant Life Church in Festus, MO where she has
been on staff for the past 10 years. She is a retreat and conference speaker who has a heart
for the hurting and seeing lives restored through the love of Christ. She currently resides in
DeSoto, MO with her husband, Todd. They have two wonderful children; Luke, who is
currently serving in the U.S. Marine Corps and Morgan, who is attending college.
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Outline:
Introduction

I. Born to Dance
II. Allow God to Choose
the Dance
III. Allow God to Lead
IV. Accept the Invitation
to Dance

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4d

To everything there is a
season, A time for every pur-
pose under heaven: And a
time to dance . ..

SONGS:

“I Hope You Dance” and
“Dancing with My Father
God in Fields of Grace”

Yo e Sdeen Srought
lo the Kingdom for

Ouch & Cime as ‘Chis
A Time to Dance with the King

Introduction. I remember the first high school dance I ever attended. It was the
Back to School dance, which was held every year just prior to school starting. I
was a shy country girl who was preparing to begin my freshman year at the high
school located in town. It was a whole different world, compared to the small
country school where I had come from. I recall sitting at the dance with a group
of girlfriends, all of whom also attended the same backwoods school I did. We
were equally overwhelmed by the sight of the popular athletes and talented upper
classmen that we had read about in the local paper. Suddenly, walking straight to-
ward us was one of the starting players from the varsity basketball team. I re-
member my heart beating out of my chest as he passed by all the other girls and
made his way directly to me. I could barely breathe. Why was he approaching
me? I couldn’t believe my ears as I heard him ask me, “May I have this dance?”

I. Born to Dance. Once upon a time, we were all little girls who loved to dance.
Whether it was bouncing up and down or rocking back and forth as toddlers to
the sound of music, or twirling around in circles in our pretty dresses, we loved
the joy and freedom we experienced while dancing. Even in the storybooks that
we read as little girls, I remember the exciting story of Cinderella and would
dream of the day that I too would dance at the ball. After all, it was a dance with
the prince that changed Cinderella’s life forever.

As a young girl, I recall standing on my father’s shoes while he led me around
the room laughing and dancing. I still remember the comfort and safety I felt in
his arms. I can’t help but wonder when we stopped dancing? When did we lose
that child-like innocence and abandon? In the Bible, we find quite a bit of danc-
ing. Psalm 150:4 literally commands us to dance. “Praise him with the tam-
bourine and dancing.” God loves it when we dance. I am not talking about the
lustful, sensual stuft the world passes oft as dancing, but the kind of dancing that
connects us with God and His desires. It is a dance in which we experience inti-
macy, trust, and a loving connection with our Heavenly Father. May we learn to
let go of our inhibitions and once again dance as a child; trusting in the safety
and security of our King.
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II. Allow God to Choose the Dance. Webster’s Dictionary defines dance as “to
move lightly, rapidly, gaily, etc.” There are many forms and styles of dancing. Some
involve quick steps, spins and lifts, while others move at a much slower and delib-
erate pace. The same is true in defining our dance with the King. I enjoy the times
spent in His presence when my life seems to gently flow in perfect rhythm and
step. I am thankful for the closeness and security that I feel in those moments.
However, there are also seasons when our lives move at such a rapid pace things
literally seem to be spinning out of control. It is during these times that we are
tempted to “sit this one out.”

I imagine that is how Esther must have felt when she was suddenly taken from
the comforts of her home and whisked away to the palace to be presented before
the king. A young woman content to live her life among her people suddenly
found herself in a world of strangers with an uncertain future. A decree went out
from the king to gather all the young beautiful virgins and take them to the palace.
'The Bible does not tell us if Esther went willingly or reluctantly. We simply know
that she had to make a choice to fight her situation or simply trust God to guide
her steps. She trusted God and saved a nation.

We must remind ourselves that God is the One choosing the dance. He is in
control. Even when we are not sure of the steps, we are reminded in His Word in
Psalm 37:23 “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, And he delights in
his way” (NKJV'). We can trust God with our lives. We can trust God with the
dance that He chooses.

ITI. Allow God to Lead. Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And
He shall direct your paths” (NKJV). I don’t know about you, but I like to be in
control. I like to know what’s going to happen and when. I am a leader and an or-
ganizer. I live by calendars and personal planners, so it stands to reason that when
it comes to such things as dancing, I want to lead. I want to be the one choosing
the direction and guiding the steps that are to be taken. However, I am learning
that life is a dance in which I must allow God to lead, guide and direct. Too often,
we make our own plans and ask God to bless them without ever first seeking His
direction. Many times throughout my own life, I have had to trust God’s direction
in what seemed to be impossible situations only to find my greatest blessings. Luke
1:37 reminds us, “For nothing is impossible with God” (NIV).

Are you struggling in a relationship and can’t seem to come to a resolution?

—NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD!

Do you have a habit that you can’t seem to break?

—NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD!

Feeling overwhelmed and don't have a clue how to take the next step?

-NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD!

Sometimes we miss the joy of dancing with the Father because we fail to let
Him lead. We find ourselves in a constant struggle for control, instead of allowing
God to lead us through the process. It is often through the process that we dis-
cover not only who we are, but more importantly, who He is! We can dance with
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Poem:

DANCE

Like no one is watching
SING

Like no one is listening
LOVE

Like you've never been hurt
LIVE

Like heaven begins

tomorrow

Dancing with God

Source Unknown

When I meditated on the
word Guidance, I kept seeing
"dance" at the end of the
word. I remember reading
that doing God’s will is a lot
like dancing.

When two people try to lead,
nothing feels right. The move-
ment doesn’t flow with the
music, and everything is quite
uncomfortable and jerky.
When one person realizes
that, and lets the other lead,
both bodies begin to flow
with the music.

One gives gentle cues, perhaps
with a nudge to the back or by
pressing lightly in one direc-
tion or another.

It’s as if two become one body,
moving beautifully. The dance
takes surrender, willingness,
and attentiveness from one
person and gentle guidance
and skill from the other.

My eyes drew back to the
word Guidance. When I saw
"G" I thought of God, fol-
lowed by "u" and "i". "God,"
"u" and "i" dance." God, you
and I dance.

As I lowered my head, I be-
came willing to trust that I
would get guidance about my
life. Once again, I became
willing to let God lead.

My prayer for you today is
that God’s blessings and mer-
cies be upon you on this day
and everyday.

May you abide in God as God
abides in you.

Dance together with God,
trusting God to lead and to
guide you through each sea-
son of your life.

"You changed my mourning
into dancing..." Ps 30:12



Prayer: Lord, thank You for
loving me! Thank You for
choosing me to be Your
dance partner. No matter
what my circumstances, I
know that I can trust You to
lead, guide, and direct my
steps. Help me to set aside
my inhibitions and fears so
that I may dance freely the
dance You have choreo-
graphed for my life. The
time to dance is now! May
each and every step be in
unity with Yours and glori-
tying unto You! In Jesus’

precious name I pray. Amen.

the King because He cares for us. Nothing is impossible with God. He is simply
waiting for us to let Him take the lead.

IV. Accept the Invitation to Dance. Have you ever stopped to think how the
tairy tale would have ended if Cinderella never attended the ball> What would have
happened to the Jewish nation if Esther never went before the king? What if I
never accepted that basketball star’s invitation to dance? Oh, by the way, in case
you are wondering, I married that basketball star and he has been my dance partner
in life for the past 29 years. You see, God has a plan for each and every one of us.
We may not be able to always know the direction of our lives or the steps that we
must take to get there, but we can trust the One leading us in the dance. In Jere-
miah 29:11 the Lord reminds us, “For I know the thoughts that I think towards
you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a
hope” (NK]JV). Each one of us has come into the Kingdom for such a time as
this—a time to dance with the King! He has a glorious plan for your life; a dance
choreographed just for you! In the words of the song writers, Mark Sanders and
Tia Sillers, “When you get the choice to sit it out or dance, | HOPE YOU
DANCE!

December 6 - 9, 2012
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A Time to Wear the Crown

Dr. Gwen Minor is the pastor's wife at Christ Church of Lafayette, Indiana where she teaches
a Ladies Bible Study and serves as Women's Ministries Director. She is currently serving as
the Indiana District Director of Discipleship Ministries. She served as Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs of Messenger College for seventeen years. Prior to that she taught in the
public schools for about ten years. She earned her Doctor of Education degree from the
University of Arkansas.
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Outline:

Introduction
I. ATime to Prepare
II. A Time to Trust
III. A Time to Act

SCRIPTURE:

Esther 2:17

The king loved Esther more
than all the other women,
and she obtained grace and
favor in his sight more than
all the virgins; so he set the
royal crown upon her head
and made her queen instead

of Vashti.

SUGGESTION:
Show the One Night with the
King DVD.

BELIEVER'S CROWNS

There are five, or possibly six
"crowns" referred to in the New
Testament as being associated with
the Christian life. And in each
Bible passage, the word for "crown"
is a special one. (The Greek word is
stephanos.) That's not the Greek
word for a kingly crown, the sym-
bol of rulership, which is diadema.
It's true we will reign with Christ
(Rev. 5:10). But the stephanos

o e Beon CSraught
lo the Kingdom for
Obucth & ‘Cime a5 Chis

A Time to Wear the Crown

Introduction. I once read that a large percentage of people spend all of their time
stringing and unstringing their instruments and never play the tune they came to
play. We spend our time getting ready to do something. We keep straining forward
looking for and anticipating our “coronation day.” However, when the time comes
for action, we hesitate. Something grips us; obstacles seem to block our progress.
At times such as these, we must decide—do we really want the reward? Do we really
want the victory? In order to be the queen, you MUST wear the crown. In this
process, there is a time for each step: a time to prepare, a time to trust, and a time
to act.

A'Time to Prepare. When God chooses us for His purpose, He does not place
us in a situation and say, “fend for yourself” or “sink or swim, but you better do it
right.” No, He prepares us beforehand for the task. David found this to be true when
he was very young. David was anointed king when he was about 16 years of age,
but he did not wear the crown until he was 30. At the time of his anointing, David
knew very little, if anything, about the life and duties of a king. God used these in-
terim years to prepare David for His purpose. Remember, David lived in the palace
and played the harp for King Saul. While he was there, David learned about life in
the palace. He watched the king. He learned about protocol and ceremony. He
learned about the palace staft and communication. Later, David learned about run-
ning for his life, escaping pursuit by important people, and taking care of himself.
He learned to live by his own wits and to truly trust God. When the time came for

David to wear the crown, he was ready to be king—a great king who trusted God.
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A Time to Trust. Not only is there a time of preparation, there is also a time of
trust. Moses could have benefited by learning this early in his life. When God spoke
to Moses from the burning bush and told him he was chosen to lead the Israelites
out of Egypt, Moses offered one excuse after another. Fear and feelings of inadequacy
seized him. He was tempted to yield to these feelings, and, in essence, he was telling
God, “You don’t know what you're talking about.” God was not pleased with Moses.
Exodus 4:14 says, “God’s anger burned against Moses” (NIV'). God had told Moses
that He would be with him, and He would tell him what to say, but Moses continued
to hesitate. Future events would reveal that Moses should have trusted and obeyed
God from the time of his call. Delaying obedience is disobedience.

Fear is the most destructive force in the world. It is the primary tool Satan uses to
control our minds. The mind is his most fertile battleground. He knows that if he
can control our thoughts, he can control us. According to Earl Nightingale, “The
majority of life’s failures are people who went to their graves with their song unsung.”
'The person who incessantly fears what other people will think is disabled. The person
who thinks there is no chance for success destroys any chance for accomplishment
simply by acknowledging defeat before it ever occurs. Shakespeare said: “Our doubts
are traitors, and make us lose the good we oft might win, by fearing to attempt.” Paul
stated the secret for success when he said in Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.” During the course of our preparation, we must
also learn to trust God and His infinite wisdom. God will never ask us to attempt
something He knows we cannot do with His help.

A'Time to Act. After the preparation is completed and our trust is properly placed,
God will reveal His time for action. All the preparation and trust is of no value unless
we choose to act. Esther found this true after she was chosen to be queen. Her people
were threatened with annihilation. What could she do? Her cousin admonished her
that “she was brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.” The fate of the Jewish
people was in her hands. She was afraid for her life. All her elaborate skin care, her
beautiful clothes, and her indescribable beauty meant nothing. She began to realize
that if she wanted to be the queen, she must wear the crown and fulfill her respon-
sibility. She wore the crown with honor and integrity. God used her to save her people
and bring honor to Him.

We too must be brave and courageous and without fear and intimidation as we
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crowns are for a different pur-
pose. The Greek word means a
garland, or a laurel wreath. And
that puts us back into the setting
of the ancient Olympic Games.
Instead of a medal for the win-
ner, a crowning wreath was pre-
sented, and placed upon the
victor's head. It could be woven
of oak, or ivy leaves. Or some-
times it was made of gold-but
made to look like a wreath of
leaves. That's the word used for
the believer's crowns. It refers to
a prize or award.

I. The Saint's Crowns

These are awarded for our sancti-
fication—for holy living, in other
words.

A) And for the first of those
there's what's called the Imper-
ishable Crown, for saying "NO"
to self, when we're tempted to
indulge our fleshly desires. (I
Cor. 9:24-27).

B) Then the Crown of Right-
eousness is awarded for saying
"Yes" to God, showing our love

(II Tim. 4:6-8, 10a).

II. The Servant's Crowns

'These crowns are awarded specif-
ically for our service for Christ.
And the two aspects of that are
our ministry to the unsaved, and
to the saved—to our fellow-be-
lievers in the church of Christ.
These two ministries correspond
to what can be described as evan-
gelism and edification.

A) First there's the Crown of
Rejoicing, for a fruitful ministry
of the gospel to the unsaved.
Early in his first letter to the
Thessalonian Christians, Paul
says that when he preached the
gospel to them, they turned to
God from idols—they got saved (I
Thess.1:5,6,9 and I Thess. 2:19-
20).

B) Then, combine that with the
Crown of Glory, for a fruitful
ministry to the Lord's people, in
the church of Jesus Christ

(I Pet. 5:2-4).



III. The Sufferer's Crowns

‘There are special rewards for stead-
fastness in suffering, for exhibiting
faith and patience in the midst of
difficult and testing times of any
kind. And also for suffering specifi-
cally for the cause of Christ.Both
will earn the same crown.

A) The Crown of Life is awarded
first for simply trusting God in our
trials, bearing them, with grace and
patience. This award is for our
recognition that we can thank the
Lord in our trials, for what He'll
accomplish through them. (Jas.
1:2-3,12).

B) Then the Crown of Life will also
be awarded to those who are faith-
ful in times of persecution. Some
even to the point of death—Rev.
2:10. "Do not fear any of those

things which you are about to suf-
fer....Be faithful until death and I

will give you the crown of life."

Prayer: Dear Father in
heaven, accept our thanks for
Your bountiful benefits. We
recognize Your sovereignty,
Your power, and Your love for
us. Help us, God, to recog-
nize our potential in You and
to fulfill Your purpose for

our lives. We realize that the
enemy attempts to fill us with
tear and hinder our efforts to
accomplish Your purpose.
However, Your Word declares
that You are our strength, and
in that strength, You will

help us to be all You intend
us to be. Lead us and guide
us, as we prepare for action.
Our trust is in You, and we

leave the results in Your
hands. Amen!

perform the plan God has for our lives, thus, wearing our crown giving glory to Him.
Then, in heaven, at the proper time, we will remove our crowns and place them at
Jesus’ feet singing “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty.”

We must strive to be all that God intended and fulfill His purpose for our lives by
always remembering that God will allow . . .

No mountain too high to keep you from climbing it.

No obstacle too awesome to keep you from overcoming it.

No goal too great to keep you from reaching it.

No problem too difficult to keep you from solving it.

No adversary too powerful to keep you from conquering it.

No burden too heavy to keep you from bearing it.

God has a plan for each of us, and most of the time it includes hard work and

courage on our part.

‘Con Ways lo
Keagp Ghrist in Ghristmas
and CMatke an Shipact
Give God a special gift from just you to Him.

Set aside time to read the Christmas Story
(Luke 1:5-56 through 2:1-20).

Set up a nativity in your home.

Plan a project of good will this Christmas
(Find someone in need that you and your family can bless with a letter, meal, etc.).

Take a group Christmas caroling to the community.
Give a gift of service to each member in your family.
Set aside a time on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning for family devotions.
Attend a Church Christmas service with your family.
Send Christmas card that convey a spiritual message.

Write a Christmas letter to a missonary.
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Y o SSeon SSruglt o e Kingdom for Quch a Cime s Tl .
)
Resources for Your Women’s Group

One Night with the King DVD

A visually beautiful film, One Night with the King depicts the biblical tale of a Jewish peasant, Hadassah (Tiffany Dupont), and her journey
to become the legendary Queen Esther. Her parents were murdered when she was a young girl and she was taken in by her uncle,
Mordecai (John Rhys-Davies); he raised her in Susa, a city of the ancient empire of Persia. Hadassah--beautiful, intelligent and
passionate--was summoned among many of the kingdom’s virtuous young women to be groomed as a possible new queen for the
powerful and handsome King Xerxes (Luke Goss). Hadassah hides her Jewish heritage under advisement from her uncle, and changes her
name to Esther. She impresses the King. He falls in love with her and chooses her to be his bride, and she becomes Queen of Persia. Soon
after, Hamen the Agagite (James Callis), the King’s Prime Minster, proclaims his goal of wiping out all the Jews of Persia, and he
convinces the King to approve the plan. It is up to Queen Esther to announce her Jewish heritage and come to the rescue of her people.
Peppered with many biblical references, One Night with the King conveys the message of divine destiny as it tells the story of a queen
who continues to be an inspiring figure. Although the result of Queen Esther’s intervention is well known, the filmmakers and actors do
a superb job of building up the suspense and the desperation felt by all involved. The film includes a brief cameo by Peter O"Toole as the
prophet Samuel and Omar Sharif appears as Prince Memucan.
20th Century Fox/Fox Faith/Gene8xion X 2007, 123 minutes. Region One DVD for U.S. and Canada.

Please call Messenger Publishing House at 1.800.444.4674 for pricing and availability.

Hadassah: One Night With the King
by Tommy Tenney with Mark Andrew Olsen
Bestselling author Tommy Tenney expands the extraordinary story of Esther like no novelist has done before. Both a
thriller and a Jewish woman’s memoir, Hadassah takes readers to ancient Persia (now known as Iraq), into the inner

sanctum of the palace and back out into the war zones of battle and political intrigue. This gripping drama of a simple
peasant girl chosen over many more qualified candidates to become Esther, Queen of Persia, captures the imagination

and fires the emotions of men and women alike. 352 pages, Bethany House, 2005.

Please call Messenger Publishing House at 1.800.444.4674 for pricing and availability.

Messenger Publishing House
1.800.444.4674 « www.messengerpublishing.com
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